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acted Shylock in "The Merchant of Venice." His only
other performance at Derby School was at the Speech-Day
of December 21, 1871, when he distinguished himself by
acting in a German, a French, and three English scenes
the same evening and taking the leading part in each!
They were Mephistopheles in Goethe's "Faust"; M.
Jourdain in Moliere's "Bourgeois Gentilhomme"; Fal-
staff in Shakespeare's "King Henry IV"; Bottom in
" Midsummer Night's Dream "; and Mrs. Betsey Cluppins
in the trial scene from Dickens's "Pickwick Papers."

In the spring of 1872 he left Derby. His mother wished
him to spend another year there and then enter Oxford or
Cambridge. But he had different ideas, and as was now
becoming his habit he imposed them on others. He had
been sent off to Germany at an age when his due was
several more years at home. For ten years he had been
shifted from one master to another. It was always
school, and it began to bore him.

His imagination had been fired by the tales he had
read, and he had the youthful longing for adventure.
He wanted a sea-voyage, a look-in on new people, change,
and experience. One of the longest voyages taken by the
English ships was to far-away and mysterious India.
This attracted him. He had not the means, and he knew
that his mother would not supply them. But he was
ingenious. He suddenly exhibited a tremendous interest
in a commercial career and disclosed a conviction that the
Indian Civil Service opened a magnificent future for just
such a lad as he. Though she nursed other plans and
later pressed them on him, his mother, at the time, fell in
with his scheme. She secured his appointment, and he
began to cram for his examinations. Over his books,
however, he; had his eye on a free trip to a far country.
